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With thousands of products that boast innovative formulas, buzzy 

ingredients and luxurious textures launching each year, figuring out 

what really works (and what’s worth your $$$) is no small task. After 

testing hundreds of new makeup, skincare and haircare products for 

the past 12 months, we selected the very best of the bunch. But don’t 

take our word for it: We sent our picks to readers across Canada for 

their no-holds-barred feedback. Here, they share their thoughts on the 

top products of the past year, at every price point

F O U N D A T I O N S C O N C E A L E R S

Low

Wet n Wild Photo Focus 
Dewy Foundation, $9
“Just a small amount of this 

foundation is enough to make 

my skin look brighter and 

healthier. The dewy, medium-

coverage formula feels 

like bare skin, with enough 

pigment to tackle dark spots.”

— MONICA REYES, 39

Low

Covergirl Clean Fresh Hydrating 
Concealer, $10 
“I usually gravitate toward creamy 

products with a thicker consistency, 

but this liquid concealer does 

a great job of covering my dark 

circles without creasing or settling 

into fine lines.” 

— ANDREA BASTOS, 41  

High

Bite Beauty Changemaker 
Supercharged Micellar 
Foundation, $52 
“Available in 32 shades, this 

foundation provides even 

coverage and a smooth base 

for makeup. The long-lasting 

formula stays put from morning 

to night, keeping up with my 

hectic work schedule.” 

— MARIE-EVE AUBRY, 43

High

Armani Beauty Luminous Silk  
Multi-Purpose Glow Concealer, $49
“This concealer is lightweight and 

provides a dewy coverage that lasts  

for hours. It makes my under-eye circles 

disappear without irritating my skin.  

I like the wide applicator, which makes 

it easy to cover large areas, like my 

cheeks and chin.” 

— SIMONE CASTELLO, 35 

Low

NYX Cosmetics Dip, Shape, Go! Longwear Brow Pomade, $14
“Since this product comes in eight different shades, finding one that 

matches your brows is easy. It comes with all the tools you need to 

define your arches—I love that both the angled brush and spoolie 

slide right into the packaging!” — KARINE TREMBLAY, 39

High

Benefit Cosmetics Brow Microfilling Pen, $33
“This pen’s unique three-pronged tip is great for filling in 

my eyebrows in a hurry. Each stroke yields three fine lines 

in a light ink that dries down to a matte powder finish for 

a natural look.” — MARIE BUBAN, 47

B R O W  S T Y L E R S
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Low

Quo Beauty 
Liquid Precision 
Marker, $12 
“As someone 

who wears liquid 

liner daily, I need 

a product with 

serious staying 

power—and this 

one delivers. The 

formula glides 

on smoothly, 

with a slightly 

glossy finish that 

flatters all my 

go-to eye looks.” 

— AMANDA 

KOYAMA, 41Low

L’Oréal Paris Age  
Perfect Hydrating  
Core Lipstick, $13 
“This surprisingly 

long-lasting formula 

rekindled my love for 

bold lip colours. Thanks 

to its hydrating core, 

this lipstick feels just 

like a balm, making it 

the perfect pick-me-up 

for the winter months.”

— NICOLE KEEN, 39

High

Makeup by 
Mario Master 
Pigment Pro 
Pencil, $29
“Whether you’re 

after a subtle 

flick or a graphic 

cat eye, this 

creamy pencil’s 

versatile tip does 

it all. I love that 

it comes with a 

small brush on 

one end, which  

I use to blend out 

smoky eyeliner 

looks or correct 

stray lines.” 

— CHRISTELLE 

BELLEROSE, 35

High

Rare Beauty Lip Soufflé 
Matte Lip Cream, $26
“Although less pigmented 

than a traditional matte 

lipstick, this comfortable 

and lightweight formula 

gives me a bright, juicy 

pout that’s perfect for 

everyday wear.” 

— ROOPA CHEEMA, 40

Low

Catrice Cosmetics 
BAE Eyeshadow 
Palette in Basic, $17
“This eyeshadow 

palette is versatile and 

easy to use no matter 

your skill level. The 

shades are carefully 

laid out, making it easy 

to see which ones to 

combine for maximum 

impact. Each shade is 

buttery, pigmented and 

easy to blend.” 

— CAROL-ANN 

LAMONTAGNE-

POIRIER, 31

High

Fenty Beauty Snap 
Shadows Mix & 
Match Eyeshadow 
Palette in True 
Neutrals, $33 
“The matte and 

shimmer shades 

included in this palette 

offer great colour 

payoff and smooth 

application. The best 

part? You can snap 

two palettes together 

to create your own 

custom compact.” 

— TRINA WYLIE, 50 

E Y E S H A D O W S 

E Y E L I N E R S

Low

Maybelline Cheek Heat Gel-Cream Blush, $11
“This light-as-air blush looks intensely pigmented 

when it’s first squeezed out of the tube, but 

it goes on sheer for a natural-looking flush of 

colour that lasts all day.” 

— SANA DASTOOR, 36

High

M.A.C Cosmetics Glow Play Blush, $33 
“While the pigment is subtle on my dark skin, 

this blush’s slight shimmer brightens up my 

complexion and gives me a radiant glow.” 

— ROSE PIERRE, 34 

B L U S H E S

L I P S T I C K S

M A S C A R A S

Low

Annabelle Swerve Supreme Mascara, $10 
“Thanks to its curved wand, this mascara defines and separates 

every last lash, even in hard-to-reach corners. It lasts all day 

without flaking but still comes off easily with my usual makeup 

remover.” — FRANCE LAPOINTE, 31

High

Charlotte Tilbury Pillow Talk Push Up Lashes! Mascara, $34
“This wand has a flat side and widely spaced bristles to lift each 

lash at the root without smudging. Just one coat is enough to add 

length and volume to my lashes, but the formula isn’t heavy, so it’s 

easy to build it up for extra definition.” — VICTORIA NGUYEN, 30

A fine, flexible tip 

allows for precision.
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D R Y  S H A M P O O S

Low

Pantene Pro-V Never Tell 
Dry Shampoo, $9
“This dry shampoo comes 

out in a fine mist and doesn’t 

leave any white residue 

behind. It refreshes greasy 

roots and adds gorgeous 

volume to limp strands. I use 

it after my midday workouts 

to give my hair a quick boost 

before rushing to my next 

remote meeting.” 

— CYNTHIA LAVENTURE, 34 

Low

Maui Moisture Shine + Awapuhi 
Shampoo and Conditioner,  
$11 each
“This shampoo-and-conditioner 

duo has a beautiful scent. It 

reminds me of a tropical vacation—

it’s energizing, with a sweet and 

slightly spicy twist. Together, the 

products leave my colour-treated 

hair soft, hydrated and smooth, 

without a knot in sight.” 

— ANDRÉANNE TURCOTTE, 34

High

Alterna My Hair My 
Canvas Easy Does  
It Air-Dry Balm, $32
“This vegan balm’s 

texture is halfway 

between a paste  

and a gel. I apply it  

to damp hair before 

bed and wake up  

with voluminous, silky 

tresses. It makes my 

hair easy to style for 

days after application, 

and it banishes  

frizz instantly.” 

— MARIE-HÉLÈNE 
FAUCHER, 37

High

Kérastase Fresh Affair 
Dry Shampoo, $45
“A few spritzes of this dry 

shampoo leave my hair 

feeling fresh and clean. 

The nozzle distributes the 

product evenly, so there’s 

none of the dreaded 

white residue often left 

behind by other dry 

shampoos. I also love the 

scent, which reminds me 

of a high-end hair salon.” 

— PAM EDWARDS, 43

High

Drunk Elephant Cocomino 
Glossing Shampoo and 
Cocomino Marula Cream 
Conditioner, $33 each
“I have fine, dry hair, and this 

shampoo and conditioner 

leave it clean, smooth and 

shiny without drying it out or 

weighing it down. The subtle 

almond scent is intoxicating 

and clings to my hair for a 

few hours post-shower.” 

— RACHELLE SUNGA, 44

S H A M P O O S  A N D  C O N D I T I O N E R S

A I R - D R Y  S T Y L I N G 

P R O D U C T S

Low

Sephora Collection 
Air Dry Styling 
Cream, $16
“This styling cream 

spreads easily 

through damp strands 

without leaving a 

sticky residue on  

my hands. It makes 

my hair soft and 

manageable, giving 

my natural texture 

plenty of definition.” 

— MONICA 
POLKOWSKI, 37

Air-dry styling creams 

enhance your hair's 

natural texture without 

the need for hot tools.

H A I R  T R E A T M E N T S

Low

SheaMoisture Moringa & 
Avocado Power Greens 
Reconstructor, $14 
“This hair treatment gives me 

instant results. After every use, 

my hair feels revitalized and 

strong, and my dry, split ends 

look shiny and healthy.” 

— MAUREEN PAR, 44 

High

AG Hair Nourish Mask, $26 
“As a busy mom, I can’t resist the 

time-saving convenience of an 

in-shower hair mask. The rich texture 

and the clean, refreshing scent make 

my me-time more luxurious. Each 

application helps tame my damaged, 

colour-treated hair, leaving it smooth 

and soft.” 

— ANDRÉE-ANNE JUTRAS, 36

Formulated with 

moringa (a superfood 

plant extract), 

avocado, kale and 

matcha, you can think 

of this treatment as 

a green smoothie for 

your hair.
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Low

Marcelle Revival+ Ultra-
Nutrition Anti-Aging Night 
Cream, $35 
“After a long day spent wearing 

PPE at work as a registered 

massage therapist, this rich  

night cream hydrates and 

soothes my parched, irritated 

skin. After a few weeks of daily 

use, I’ve noticed that my skin  

tone is more even. I also love  

that it’s a perfume-free formula 

that’s made right here in Canada.” 

— MELANIE BROHM, 43

High

Jouviance Dream Cream Night 
Repair Cream-in-Mask, $65 
“It can be hard to find a night 

cream that’s both nourishing and 

lightweight, but this one ticks all 

the boxes. Since this cream can 

also be used around the sensitive 

eye area, it’s a great choice 

for anyone looking to simplify 

their routine while still getting 

noticeable results.” 

— MARYSE DROLET, 56 

N I G H T  C R E A M S

Low

Neutrogena Bright 
Boost Moisturizer 
with SPF 30, $36
“I love that this 

moisturizer contains 

SPF—a must even in 

winter! A dime-sized 

amount of product is 

enough to keep my 

skin hydrated all day. 

The lightweight cream 

absorbs quickly so I 

can apply makeup right 

overtop, and its light-

reflecting finish gives 

my skin a radiant, lit-

from-within glow.” 

— SHARON O’NEIL, 63

High

Belif The True  
Cream Aqua Bomb  
Aloe Vera, $50
“I use this moisturizer in 

the morning and at night. 

Upon application, my 

face and forehead feel 

noticeably smoother and 

more hydrated. The 

formula is soothing and 

lightly scented, with notes 

of aloe, cucumber and 

lime. The texture is so 

silky and fast-absorbing 

that I’ve been using it as 

a hand cream, too!” 

— CHANTALE  
TREMBLAY, 57

D A Y  C R E A M S

While the aloe-vera-

infused formula was 

a limited-edition 

launch for 2020, 

you can get the same 

hydration boost 

with Belif’s cult The 

True Cream Aqua 

Bomb moisturizer.

Low

Vichy Pureté Thermale 
Mineral Micellar Water 
Face Cleanser, $20
“This water-like solution 

easily removes every 

last trace of makeup 

without drying out or 

irritating my sensitive 

skin—even my stubborn 

waterproof gel liner 

doesn’t stand a chance. 

The fact that it doesn’t 

need to be rinsed off is  

a huge plus for me.” 

— KATHY CHIN, 45 

C L E A N S E R S  A N D  M A K E U P  R E M O V E R S

High

Glow Recipe Papaya 
Sorbet Enzyme 
Cleansing Balm, $42 
“This ultra-nourishing 

balm doesn’t leave 

the slightest trace of 

makeup behind. Thanks 

to exfoliating papaya 

enzymes, my skin feels 

soft and my complexion 

looks brighter.” 

— JOSYANE SIMON, 37

Use this  

balm as the first 

step in your 

double-cleansing 

routine.

THE BEST NEW CANADIAN PRODUCTS OF THE YEAR

1. Cheekbone Beauty Sustain Lipstick, $32  Indigenous-owned Cheekbone 

Beauty’s latest lipstick collection includes three highly pigmented shades made from 

sustainably sourced ingredients and packaged in biodegradable paper tubes. 2. Lise 
Watier Portfolio Professional Corrector, $36  A mainstay of Canadian makeup 

bags for more than 20 years, Lise Watier’s wheels of colour-correcting creams have 

been reformulated with vegan ingredients and an improved texture that melts into 

skin to conceal, highlight and sculpt. 3. Nudestix Nudefix Cream Concealer, $35
Want to part with your foundation? Try this innovative gel-like concealer instead. Just 

a few dabs brighten up and hydrate the delicate under-eye area while covering up 

any redness. 4. Étymologie Bakuchiol Cannabis Sativa Serum, $83  Formulated 

with buzzy bakuchiol (to kick-start collagen production, smooth wrinkles and tackle 

age spots), salicylic acid (to banish blemishes) and Cannabis sativa seed oil (to 

soothe and hydrate), this serum boasts both anti-aging and acne-fighting properties. 

5. Indeed Labs Hydraluron Cream Cleanser, $20  The newest addition to 

Indeed Labs’ cult Hydraluron line, this creamy cleanser easily dissolves all traces of 

makeup, while a cocktail of hyaluronic acid and papaya enzymes gently hydrates and 

exfoliates to reveal a brighter complexion.
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1. Essie Expressie Nail Polish, $10 The secret to a flawless at-home mani? Essie’s 

genius angled brush, which is designed for speed and precision, even when using your 

non-dominant hand. This quick-drying formula comes in 30 trendy shades, like Taxi 

Hopping (a cool chartreuse) and Lose the Snooze (a denim-blue hue). 2. Starface 

Hydro-Stars Hydrocolloid Pimple Patches, $27 When your pimple patches are this 

cute, you’ll want to show them off—and that’s the point. These star-shaped hydrocolloid 

bandages aim to smash the stigma surrounding breakouts. They’re also ultra-effective, 

flattening zits overnight. 3. aN-hydra Powder-C Brightener, $80  Switching to 

powdered versions of your favourite products helps cut down on beauty waste. Don’t be 

fooled by the pint-sized glass bottle: This water-activated vitamin C serum by Canadian 

brand aN-hydra packs a punch. Despite the high concentration of active ingredients, it’s 

suitable even for sensitive skin. 4. Estée Lauder Advanced Night Repair Synchronized 

Multi-Recovery Complex, $95 Estée Lauder’s iconic Advanced Night Repair serum—

which has been around since 1982—just got an upgrade. The new formula boosts skin’s 

natural ability to repair itself and ramps up collagen production for firmer, smoother skin 

after just one bottle. 5. L’Oréal Paris 8-Second Wonder Water, $13 This in-shower 

treatment delivers a slew of salon-worthy benefits—including a high-shine, frizz-free 

finish that lasts until your next wash—in seconds. Moisturizers and amino acids coat 

damaged strands to repair and strengthen hair without weighing it down.

Low

Nivea Q10 Power Anti-Age  
Triple-Action Facial Oil, $29
“Used before bed, this oil helps blur 

and soften the fine lines on my brow 

and eliminate the dry spots  

I typically have on my cheeks.” 

— JANICE HUDSON, 42

High

Weleda Awakening Oil, $58
“This luxurious oil provides plenty 

of hydration without looking  

greasy. My skin feels smoother, 

softer and brighter after use,  

and the herbal scent makes for  

a relaxing experience.” 

— SANDY LOPES, 57 

F A C E  O I L S

Use over your night cream to 

seal in hydration, or mix a few 

drops in with your moisturizer 

to streamline your routine.

S E R U M S

Low

Karine Joncas HD  
Bio-Boost Serum, $39 
“This lightweight serum is 

refreshing and pairs well 

with my go-to moisturizer. 

I’ve been using it for a few 

weeks and I’ve noticed that 

my sensitive skin is softer 

and plumper. Plus, I love  

that it’s made in Quebec!” 

— SANDRA MICHAUD, 52

High

Biossance Squalane + 10% Lactic 
Acid Resurfacing Night Serum, $82
“This serum has a creamy consistency 

that sinks into my skin quickly to gently 

slough away dead skin cells overnight. 

Since I started using it, my complexion 

has been noticeably brighter and 

smoother. The pump dispenses just  

the right amount of product to cover 

my whole face and neck.”   

— ANDREA BYARUHANGA, 39

Low

Nuxe Organic Fruit Stone Powder 
Micro-Exfoliating Cleansing Mask, $35
“Finally, I’ve found an exfoliant that’s gentle 

on my skin! After I wash the mask off, my 

skin looks and feels noticeably smoother, 

without any irritation or redness. The lovely 

apricot scent is just a bonus.” 

— OLIVIA POLKOWSKI AMORES, 35

High

Isa Knox Anew Clinical Collagen 
Booster Microneedling Polisher, $48
“I love the creamy texture and gentle 

feel of this exfoliant. I use it multiple 

times a week and the results are 

immediate—it makes my skin glow every 

time. It’s the perfect way to get my skin 

ready for my nighttime routine.” 

— ELLE AYOUBZADEH, 39

E X F O L I A T O R SThis creamy formula contains 

chemical and mechanical 

exfoliants to improve skin’s 

look and texture.

Lactic acid is a gentle 

exfoliant suitable for 

sensitive skin types.
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Low

Garnier SkinActive  
Glow Boost Fresh-Mix 
Sheet Mask, $4 
“I love mixing the serum 

with the sheet mask 

myself—the DIY aspect is 

fun. Once soaked in serum, 

the mask has a refreshing, 

jellylike consistency. After 

just 15 minutes, my 

complexion looks brighter.”  

— VICKY BOISVERT, 40

High

StriVectin Cloudberry 
Moisture Plumping 
Cream Mask, $49
“I have dry skin, which 

tends to show off my lines 

and wrinkles. After using 

this moisturizing mask 

just once, the lines on my 

forehead didn’t seem as 

deep, the skin under my 

eyes wasn’t as dark and 

my cheeks were suddenly 

smoother. The consistency 

is thick, like butter, but it’s 

easily rinsed off with just  

a little bit of water.”  

— LISA HANNAM, 46 

F A C E  M A S K S S U N S C R E E N S

Low

Olay Eyes Retinol24 
Night Eye Cream, $40
“This eye cream feels quite 

thick right out of the pot, 

but the delicate skin around 

my eyes absorbs it quickly. 

The formula is gentle and 

soothing, without any of the 

dryness or irritation often 

associated with retinol.”  

— MARIE-PIER FORTIN, 36

High

Clarins Total Eye  
Lift, $91
“This gel-cream absorbs 

easily and makes quick 

work of the puffiness I 

get under my eyes after 

a restless night or when 

I’m dehydrated. I like that 

the product comes with 

a pump, so I get just the 

right amount every time.” 

— DEE RODERIQUE, 40

E Y E  C R E A M S

Retinol offers a 

wealth of benefits, 

including improving 

skin texture, boosting 

collagen production 

and reducing the  

look of fine lines  

and wrinkles.

Low

Aveeno Sensitive Skin 
SPF 50 Ultra-Light 
Mineral Sunscreen, $15
“This palm-sized bottle is 

great for on-the-go sun 

protection. The lotion is 

lightweight and fluid, and 

blended easily into my 

caramel-toned skin without 

leaving any chalky residue 

or white cast behind.” 

— SHALINI ROY, 45

High

Coola Sun Silk Drops, $62
“The beautifully designed bottle comes 

with a mess-free dropper that makes 

this sunscreen a cinch to use, whether 

you’re applying it directly to your skin or 

mixing it into your favourite moisturizer. 

It has a milky, serum-like texture that 

spreads evenly, offering protection 

even in tough-to-reach spots. It doesn’t 

irritate my eczema and is even gentle 

enough to use on my kids.” 

— JENNIFER PEREZ, 43

L I P  B A L M S  A N D  L I P  O I L S

Low

Bioderma Atoderm Lèvres, $10 
“Thanks to its angled tip, this lip 

balm is easy to apply. It instantly 

soothes my chapped lips and 

makes them appear smoother. 

From the barely-there scent to 

the intense hydration, everything 

about this balm is comforting.” 

— MARIE-JOSÉE TREMBLAY, 57

High

Dior Lip Glow Oil, $42
“This oil has a high-gloss finish that 

turns into a slight sheen, giving my 

lips a subtle wash of colour that’s 

perfect for no-makeup days. The 

application is easy—thanks to a large, 

cushy doe-foot applicator—and the 

results are surprisingly long-lasting.” 

— HANNAH HENDERSON, 39

H A N D  C R E A M S

Low

Burt’s Bees Orange 
Blossom & Pistachio Hand 
Cream with Shea Butter, $7
“This hand cream has been 

working wonders on my dry, 

cracked hands. The cream 

feels thick, but it’s quickly 

absorbed into my skin, 

leaving behind a beautiful 

orange-and-pistachio scent. 

The small tube is an ideal 

size to keep in my purse.” 

— JOHANNE GERVAIS, 59  

High

BKIND Mandarin and 
Grapefruit Nourishing 
Hand Balm, $24 
“This hydrating balm is the 

perfect salve for anyone 

with sensitive skin that’s 

irritated by frequent 

handwashing and harsh 

alcohol-based sanitizers. 

The bright citrus scent 

always cheers me up. Plus, 

I feel good about supporting 

a Canadian company.” 

— KARA GIBBS, 39

Shea butter and 

avocado oil will 

help you kiss 

that sandpaper 

pout goodbye.
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